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Amendments to the Claims: 

The following Listing of Claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
i ;tfns > Claims 

1 . (Previously presented) A hydrophiiic, crosslinks ble oligomer composilion comprising 

a) a first component oligomer comprising a plurality of polymerized monomer uni ts 
having pendent K Jivpiuho ivSuj'.k; km -\ j o^emw <gdhc lonnaia 

\ o ' i o a 'k l <■ .no .1 \ i ■ \ i i L t j *i . j p ! i so { 

alfoigii'.p ^ a dl m to C4 aikyl g roup, aryl group, m combinaimus thercofaiid is 
m Pen „ * 0 )?(.(,>! i 1 un I nk n>> yoLip x'L'ud kern U~ \R _ f O v md 

t 1 d 1 r <. } I dl a ic r units 

having p hyi icalh insatu t ret idk Hy polymeri fole functional groups; 

and 

b) a hydrophikc polys alkyleno oxide) crosslmking agent having polymerizabka 
ethyienieabv unsaturated terminal groups. 

2. !'! 1 .: , m K'lohokbiTn] wlnm in d v r s^il 'i«at\mr etti c o'nuria 
Z Q- CH(R>(dI r {)- (CliCR^-CHi-Ojnr CH(R ! >CH2-Qd£ 5 

wherein Z is a polymerizabie ethylenlealiy unsaturated moiety. R ! is a I I or a C\ to i d 
aikyl group and m is from. 20 to 500, and Q is t divalent linl ng cup selected from O- ~ 
NSC - , -CO?- and -CONRv. 

3. Origioa \ h > no c > npc sit on >f ciain I ' In ei the i >mp mini 1 i 
>j see > b x h oi 1 )0 ( 01 less 

4. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 1 wherein said composition has a residual 
mon >mer and solvent c ontent of less than 2 weight %. 
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5. (Original) The composition of claim K wherein said oligomer a) has an average degree of 
polymerization of less than 300. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7 (Original) 1 ht composition of claim 1 wherein said erossiinking agent is a poly(eUrylene 
oxide) f copolymer. 

8. (Original) The composition of claim 1. wherein said crossiinking agent is a poly(etbyiene 
oxide-eo-propyiene oxide) copolymer. 

9. i w u J ' t'u) 1 he composition of claim ' r «. > - , J s np w<. . ,s ook t 
comprises: 

a) fO) <; ' , 1 ■> c phi oi poj\nK, i ! t t f i , 1 tted m none! 
noils having pendent, hydrophilie poiy(alkylene oxide) groups, and 

b) u i . \ i ! ■> en ht oi pohmeo a i toj toonomei 
mr •> Jo * *t t -rtt-tH* <aky leniC'tUv-ons alwt tte d m onomer having a pendent, 

thyte t dp<.)l\ ; tbie gi np t 

c) bora 0 to 25 parts by weight of poh men v i . t i monomer 
mils tei-ve > »• o * - . 1 • »» -\> a md-tmmoin&r having a pendent 

photo initiator group; and 

d) i uts b> weight ol io 1 nui ^ i Is in ii t >i i 

units derived from acrylic acid esters : and 

e) f otrs o 35 parish] weigh f at least one oti 
monomer. 

10. (Origina I c composite n oi claim wherein said first oi corner 1 aving pendent 
unsaturated polyraerizable groups is prepared by the reaction of an oligomer having a plurality of 
pendent reactive functional groups with an unsaturated compounds having co-reactive functional 
groups. 
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1 1 . (Original} The composition of claim 10 wherein said pendent reactive functional groups 
are selected Irons hydroxy!, amino, oxaxoiimT oxazolonyl. acetyl aeetonyL carboxyl. isocyanato, 
epoxy, aziridinyl acyioyl halidtg and cyclic anhydride groups. 



TT (Original) The composition of claim ) which comprises an amount of said crosshnkmg 
agent is sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer chain. 

1 3. (Original > The composition of claim 1 which comprises: 

a) from 80 to 99.9 parts by weight of said first component oligomer, and 

b) from 0. 1 to 50 parts by weight of said crosslmking agent, 

wherein the composition, when crossiinked, can absorb at least 50 wt.% water. 

1 4. (Original) The composition of claim 1 further comprising a non-polymeric photoinitiator. 

15. (Original) A crosslinked composition comprising the composition of claim 1 , has ing an 
average molecular weight between crosslinks of at least 1000. 

1 6. (Original) The composition of claim 2, wherein said Z of said crosslinking agent, is 
selected from 
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wherein II ' is li or Me and r ::: I -10. 

• 7. { Original ; 2 process for making a substrate bearing a coating of a crossiinked polymer 
composition on at least one surface thereof-; comprising the steps of: 

a) coating onto said substrate the oligomer composition of claim 1 ; and 

b) phoiochemicaliy crossiinking said first component oligomer and crossiinking 
agent, in the presence of a photomitiator. 

1 8. ('Currently amended) The process of claim 1 7 wherein said oligomer composition has 
been partially cured oem-erted to a et>atebk viscosity of from 750 to 7,500 ePs at 22°C prior to 
step a. 

19. (Cm it 1 m ed) Fhe process of claim 17 v, herein sai i ( igomer composition 
comprises 

a) per 100 pails by weight of said first component, an amount of said crossiinking 
agent .sufficient to provide more than two crosslinks per first component oligomer 
chain; 

b) si rn 2 pa sb weight res.d-oals r< O i t mc sow e ontent and 

c) from. 0.01 to about 5.0 parts by weight of a photomitiator. 

20. (Currently amended) The process of claim 1 7 wherein said first component oligomer 
comprises: 

a) iron? 2 s > to (i parts w weight > p<m m i/ed silo lea tcully-unsafuraled monomer 
units ! xmdeni tydrophilic polyfalkylent xkk groups, and 

b) rorrs to 2 parish} we hi of pohme ! .w . te ! monomer 

ituraled p ran ab i group, and 

c) mm u o 75 parts h weig'U oj pn 1 me w\i ei u <. I > i 0 2 moumue 
units d*fu\ed iVonr of an. en. i semei n; * pendent 
photomitiator group: and 



as from 0 to 30 parts by weigi >t >)yi • m*w > H4«te fee " fr^m acrylic 
acid esters rprcdofamyote and 
u ,% \ul 'v ^jjn o at least one othei u i i s i sguurkd 

monomer. 

2 1 . (Original) The process of claim 1 7 wherein the molecular weight (M n j of said first 
oligomer is less than the entanglement molecular weight, 

22. (Original) The process of claim 17 wherein the average degree of polymerization of the 
first and second component oligomers is < 300. 



23. >rign ces >f claim- 17 wherein said fn-st component oligomer further 

mm . t s m 



24. 1 of cl urn V wherein said photomittator comprises a separate, 
component. 

25. ! ng comprising a ci s. i Sent 
lay er of claim 1. 

26. Oo i >s^ , f\s ingoiJatm^ vompnsmg: 

>en eahi i lays 

?ack.u y< v v ed to ^ < ' + ici - ' n t - the pet pbeiy tod 
t huhopi i v < v vis, v^mib a^i io kh 

27. ) bsorbent dressing of claim 25 having a la t 
adhesive on at least a portion of the hoot surface of the lacing layer. 

28. (Original) The absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer farther comprises a 
pharmacologically active agent. 
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29. (Original) T he absorbent dressing of claim 25 wherein the gel layer further comprises a 
hydrocollold. 

30. {Original.} The absorbent dressing ofciaim 25 wherein the gel layer further comprises a 
patterned surface, 

31. l ! e ei> i t> nit Tks J m> U . i s k! iI xs ^e<-< omvpmn 
on swelling. 

32. ( Previously presented) The composition ofciaim 1 0, wherein the oligomer is derived 
from monomer units of she formula 

R'A 



CTg:: 



rO 



R- 

wherein R 5 is hydrogen, a C\ to Ci alkyl group, or a phenyl group, preferably hydrogen or a 

methyl group; 

Re* is selected from 

0 0 
li . Il 
R » —COR" — < and CNHR 

where R <: is an alkylene group having 1 to 6 carbon atoms, or a 5- or 6-mernbered cycloalkyicne 
group having 5 io 10 carbon atoms, and 

A is a reactive functional group, capable of reacting with a co-reactive functional group for the 
incorporation of a free-radically poiymerizable functional group. 



